research projects
LOOKING AHEAD: PROJECTS FOR THE 
LAST FOUR WEEKS OF CLASS
[bookmark: _Hlk120804551]Part One
There are multiple options for our final data analysis project. You can pick whichever one you want, and you can work with a partner. For any of these, state a research question/topic and plausible hypotheses to test, then report your findings with a discussion.
Country Data Set
Rather than spend time deciding on variables and collecting up-to-date data, we can use a data set prepared by a class a few years ago. Analysis involves:
· Place-level data (countries)
· Variables related to population well-being and quality of life
· Mostly regressions, a few ANOVAs, though the data can be recoded for cross-tabs
States Data Set
Continue analysis (mostly regressions) using the STATES 10 data set, and possibly expanding it by adding variables related to the 2012 Presidential election (e.g., “red” or “blue” state for ANOVAs and % Democrat or Republican for each state).
· Place-level data
· Regression analysis
GSS Data Set (also on the SGM CD)
· Demographic and opinion data from a large sample of US respondents
· Mostly cross-tabs
Part Two
Presentation of a research article that includes data analysis.
· formulating research questions
· operationalizing variables
· stating hypotheses
· choosing data analysis techniques to match variable definitions
· interpretation of results
· discussing how the findings contributed to the overall conclusion and answered the research question or contributed to a discussion of public policies or program evaluation
Each of these items is summarized using bullet points, and then the project is presented as a small (!) poster and explained to the class.
How To Select Your Article
· Look in research journals in a field that is of interest to you; the reference librarians can help you locate them. You can look in the abstracts for the field—look in the library A-Z databases to locate the abstracts for your field and put in search terms that bring up interesting articles.
· Do NOT use search terms that refer to statistical techniques—you want the article to be about an empirical topic, not about statistics.
· Generally, stick to peer-reviewed articles (you can usually select that in the search).
· Science and Nature feature good science articles, usually not super-technical or esoteric.
· Find an article that reports research findings, uses quantitative analysis, and applies statistical data analysis.
· Try to find an article in which tests of significance are reported.
· Look for an article that uses techniques we have already encountered and that are covered in the texts (e.g., cross-tabs, ANOVA, linear regression, maybe logistic regression). 
· Try to avoid advanced statistical techniques (e.g., hierarchical models, structural equation models, factor analysis).
· If you are not sure, ask your instructor to take a look at the articles you are considering.
Once you have selected your article, print it out and turn it in with your poster.

